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Preface

The 2009 Legislature directed the Minnesota Department of Human Services (DHS), in
conjunction with the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE), to study how to effectively
transition Basic Sliding Fee Child Care, Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP) Child
Care, and Child Care Development grants from DHS to MDE. The Legislature also directed that
the study determine how to create an Early Learning system with one common set of standards.
The legislative language is included as Appendix A.

This study is constructed in two parts. The first part addresses how to effectively transition child
care programs from DHS to MDE. It is organized into the following sections:

e Introduction

e Minnesota Department of Human Services
e Minnesota Department of Education

o Stakeholder communication

e Conclusion.

The second part discusses creation of an early learning system with one common set of
standards, and includes an update on the work of the Early Childhood Advisory Council (ECAC)
and the cross-agency Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) workgroup related to
standards.

Part I: How to Effectively Transition Child Care Programs
from DHS to MDE

. Introduction

MDE and DHS share a policy focus on children ages birth to kindergarten entrance. Within this
shared focus, each department has a programmatic and service emphasis that reflects the policy
goals and funding sources of the specific departments. MDE provides services to young children
and parents through school districts and grantees with the School Readiness, Head Start, Early
Childhood Screening and Early Childhood Special Education and Part C programs. In addition,
parent education is made available by all school districts through the Early Childhood Family
Education (ECFE) program. Meals are provided to students in schools and children in child care
settings through MDE’s Child and Adult Care Food Program.

DHS provides funding and support services to child care programs and parents, including the
Minnesota Child Care Resource and Referral Network, the Minnesota Center for Professional
Development, other professional development and child care quality grantees and the Child Care
Assistance Program (CCAP). The programs and services of both departments are funded by
federal departments through grants and permanent programs through state general fund dollars,
local levies and occasionally through private sources. The departments, within this shared focus,
coordinate and collaborate to create an integrated policy effort around issues of school readiness,
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